Jenner by Sievier, Gloucester Cathedral J R Soc Moo 1996; 89:514-518 Edward Jenner MD FRS was the man who, through his acute observation of the immunity of country milkmaids in his native Gloucestershire to the 'speckled monster', as it was then known, established the means in 1796 by which the world was to be rid of smallpox. The disease was brought to Europe from the East by the returning Crusaders of the thirteenth century and it is difficult now to imagine the horror that it brought in its train. It may not have erupted explosively as a pestilence like 'The Plague' but it spread rapidly and insidiously. No one was safe. The smallpox that irritably covered the body caused 10% of the deaths in London in the eighteenth century. It was the cruellest of the emissaries of the grim reaper. Those of the affiicted who survived were often blind and always disfigured by spotty scars.
On 14 May 1796, lymph from a cowpox pustule of dairymaid Sarah Nelmes, caught from the Gloucester cow Blossom,was vaccinatedby Jenner into James Phipps, a boy of8. Later, when the boy was inoculated with smallpox, the feared symptoms failedto appear. Vaccination with cowpox was shown to give protection. It marked the commencement of the eradication of the diseasethat Jenner himselfforecast. He wrote: 'The annihilationof smallpox-the most dreadful scourge of the human species-will be the final result of this practice'. But it took nearly 200 years to achieve. The World Health Organization finally declared in 1980, after an international eradication programme, that the world was rid of the disease.
Jenner's contribution was acknowledged throughout the world through the presentation of a wide variety of honours, medals, monuments, commemorative portraits, plate and gifts. But statues, starting with one erected in Gloucester Cathedral soon after hisdeath, were among the most important. They were publicmemorials commemorating hisdiscovery, with each, in its own way, recording the nature of Jenner's great contribution and recounting the progress made in the use of vaccination.
GLOUCESTER CATHEDRAL
Jenner was born, practised and died in the villageof Berkeleyin Gloucestershire. His first statue was thus appropriately placed by a unique and personal origin. It was commissioned in 1873 by Maria Brignole Sale de Ferrari, Duchess of Galliera, in recognition of the protection that vaccination gave to her family.
Shewas a member of an old and wealthy aristocratic family of Genoa and a generous patron of the arts. She eventually bequeathed her galleries and their rich collections to the city. Giulio Monteverde (1837 Monteverde ( -1917 , one of the leading Italian artists of the nineteenth century, was selected to do the work.
The original in terracotta, depicting Jenner vaccinatinghis son, is an evocative presentation and it understandably won a gold medal when entered into an exhibition in Viennain 1873. But its present whereabouts is not known. A plaster of the statue now stands in the Galleria d' Arte Modema of Genoa-Nervi, a suburb of Genoa. Monteverde later made a copy in Carrera marble that was shown in an exhibition in Paris in 1878, winning an award and sold, it is said, for a very high price. This, also, is now in Genoa but in the Galleria di Palazzo Bianco, a gallery bequeathed to the City by the Duchess.
A bronze of the plaster model was cast in Rome and is now on display in the Galleria d' Arte Modema in Rome, having been acquired from the sculptor in 1913. This, at one time, was believed to be the only casting but Sir Henry Wellcome acquired a second for his collection in London ( Figure 2 ). It appears identical with its partner in Rome but it has-unlike its counterpart in Rome-a foundryman's inscription ('Bastianelli Fusit Roma') tucked away at its rear. The precise source of the Wellcome statue is not known, but Sir Henry may have acquired it direct from the artist before his death in 1917.
BOULOGNE-SUR-MER
Another statue to Jenner stands in Boulogne-sur-Mer, put up in his honour in 1865. Jenner received his earliest recognition in France. Napoleon decreed in 1805 that his armies, the conquerors then of most of Europe, should be vaccinated. It is recorded on the base of the statue, after paying tribute to Jenner, that (in translation):
William Woodville, a doctor of the London Smallpox Hospital, brought Jenner's discovery to the people of France, despite the prevailing state of war, and performed the first vaccinations at Boulogne-sur-Mer on 19 June 1800, before travelling on to Paris to carry out further vaccinations in the follOwing month.
The Societe des Sciences Industrielles, Arts et Belles Lettres in Paris decided to erect a statue in 1857. Eugene Paul (1822-1898) was selected as the sculptor. Several casts were made and that in Boulognewas unveiled by the Mayor and the President of the Society in 1865 ( Figure 3 ). It was an impressive occasion. A banquet was held for 260 people, a grand firework display took place and a special choral work was composed, fittingly to be sung at the event. Jenner received at this time his greatest recognition-not from his fellow countrymen, but overseas.
This occasion demonstrated the great honour in which he was held in France and the modem visitor to Boulogne can still see-from the well kept and recently painted statue of Jenner-that this respect continues to this day.
TOKYO
Another example of the recognition accorded to Jenner is to be found in Japan. His memorial, erected by the Japanese Society of Hygiene in 1904, stands in the gardens of the National Museum in Tokyo (Figure 4 ). Because of distance and isolation from the influences of the West, the technique of vaccination did not arrive in Japan until the middle of the nineteenth century. Cowpox scabs reached Japan through a Dutch vaccinator in 1849. Vaccination was then rapidly adopted and so Jenner's memorial in that country was erected somewhat late in the day.
The sculptor, Yonehara Unkai, was a professor at the Tokyo School of Art. The inscription in old Chinese classical typography records (in translation) that, following the publication of Jenner's results in 1798, 'fifty years later vaccination was eventually imported to Nagasaki, after which it spread throughout Japan'. The inscription states that the statue was placed by the (then) Imperial Museum Figure 5 ). It was placed there in 1862 and he has sat there now for nearly 150 years reflectively, chin in hand, but anonymously, with no laudatory tribute in recognition of his great contribution to the welfare of mankind. The sculptor, William Calder Marshall RA (1813-1894), gave a clue. He added a tiny head of a cow on the supporting crossbar of the throne-like chair on which his model sat-the word vaccination deriving from vacca, the Latin for cow. But only the name, JENNER, was inscribed on the statue's base.
Calder Marshall was a competent and prolific artist of the Victorian era. The group on A8riculture on the nearby Albert Memorial is another example of his work. He was the first to propose the idea of a statue as, what would now be termed, a 'speculative' venture in pursuing his interests in the rapidly growing Victorian business of statuary. He obtained the support of a committee of doctors but the initial attempt failed. The British, again, were loth to put up the money. It was not, in fact, until organizing committees were set up internationally that the necessary funds were secured. At the final count, the USA was at the top of the list of donations-so much so that an American medical journal astringently commented that 'the Jenner monument in London was an American tribute to which the English people assisted'. Russia was second, creditably making her contribution in two instalments before and after the Crimean War. France, in putting up her own statue, declined to contribute. And Britain, regrettably, came third with subscriptions from the remaining European countries following.
With the permissIOn of Queen Victoria, a fittingly worthy site in Trafalgar Square was secured ( Figure 6 ). Prince Albert, the Prince Consort, a keen advocate of vaccination and himself the leading British contributor to the memorial fund, presided over an inaugural occasion on the anniversary of Jenner's birth in May 1858, in the then neighbouring Royal College of Physicians. The statue had a likeness that was praised by Jenner's contemporaries at the inauguration. According to reports of the occasion, pretty well everybody who was anybody was there.
However, soon afterwards, 'Jenner' was banished. A non-military character, sitting reflectively, and not astride a horse, was thought inappropriate in Trafalgar Square. It was an area devoted to British success at arms and to the nation's military heroes. The Times spoke up for his removal and it was demanded in Parliament. The medical profession, led by The Lancet and the British Medical Journal, were up in arms and responded vigorously. Punch, sitting on the sidelines, contributed poetically in verse, ironically, saying:
England's ingratitude still blots The escutcheon of the brave and free; I saved you many million spots, And now you grudge one spot for me The Prince Consort, Jenner's main supporter, died in December 1861, and in 1862 Jenner's statue was moved to Kensington Gardens, the first to be placed there, overlooking the newly erected pools and fountains of the Italian Gardens. William Michael Rossetti, who knew about such things, commented in the London Review that the statue 'is not bad but entirely out of place'.
St George's Hospital, originally at Hyde Park Comer, put in a bid for the statue in 1896 on the centennial anniversary of Jenner's discoveries. It had good grounds since Jenner had been a student and the illustrious John Hunter, Jenner's mentor and friend, was a surgeon in the hospital. Viscount Clifden, at a meeting to organize the centennial event, commented that while a 'very good statue it looks so uncomfortable in that unfortunate position among those cheerless fountains'. Now the old St George's, with redevelopment, has become London's reputedly most expensive hotel and so it is, perhaps, just as well that the bid did not succeed. The new hospital in Tooting, although now examining the possibility of a new statue to Jenner, has had to make do with its Jenner Wing and its retention of the hide, hung carefully in the library, of Blossom, the cow that gave the cowpox to the Gloucestershire dairymaid, Sarah Nelmes.
Today, Jenner's statue stands in Kensington Gardens within a range of significant monuments of the Victorian era. The battle against smallpox was a feature of her reign and, with vaccination being made compulsory in Britain in 1853, became a medical achievement of that era. But Jenner's statue also justifies its place in Kensington Gardens for another reason. King William 111, it may be recalled, suffered from asthma and, needing an alternative to the damp riverside air of Whitehall, acquired Nottingham House, at a higher elevation, in Kensington, in June 1689. From that date, he, with Queen Mary, established it as a Royal Palace and the development of Kensington Gardens began. Smallpox was no respecter of persons and William 111 offers an astonishing example of the ravages that the 'speckled monster' could bring. His mother and father, Mary and William of Orange, died of the disease. His wife, Queen Mary, also suffered and died (aged but 32 years) and he himself waa fortunate in surviving an attack. Smallpox, in fact, brought to an end the Stuart Dynasty of England to which William 111 belonged, resulting in a change of the course of British history. The resulting constitutional crisis led to the Act of Settlement of 1701 followed then by the introduction of the protestant Hanoverians to the British throne. William 111, were he alive today, would be happy to see a comer of his Kensington Gardens given over to the honour of the man who rid the world of that deadly disease. And it is fitting that Jenner's memorial there should have become a centrepoint of the celebrations this year to mark the second centennial anniversary of Jenner's great discovery. The Friends of Hyde Park and Kensington Gardens, having a programme to explain and publicize the fine range of Victorian statues in Kensington Gardens, "re-discovered' the Jenner memorial. They were then joined by The Jenner Educational Trust and St George's Hospital Medical School to provide a plaque below his statue, appropriately unveiled on St George's Day, 23 April 1996, at long last giving a full-and, let it be emphasized, Britishrecognition to Jenner's great contribution.
